
• ' J.b; STONtR^ ' 
. V ^'Racist and proud of it’ : 


Stonersays 
FBI, Jews 



are enemies 


- BY RON CASEY , 

: ' ‘ 1 ftews staff writer - 

“The FBI, the Jews and the niggers .< 
have been after me all my life. I guess 
that’s why I getindideii?^ 

That was the terse explanation offer- 
ed by J. B. Stoner, a 52-year-old Mari- 
etta, Ga* lawyer indicted Monday, 
sources say t in connection with the 1958 . 

bombing of Birmingham’s all-black 
■ Bethel Baptist Chu rch. " ■ ■ 

V” Stoner, whose past is firmly art- 
cfrored in racist causes,' says be knows 
he has been indicted and is waiting to 
be arrested. He also says he is inno- 
cent. rfjetfV : . \ f 

‘T am a racist and proud of it; I have : 
been a racist ail my lifers toner says 
flatly. He advocates the return of > 
blacks to Africa as a political solution. 
Then quickly adds; 111 But, I don’t be- 
lieve in violence. I've always been op*! 
posed to it” ,4' r ■ 

But, if the soft-featured Stoner -has 
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preached non-violence, it has not been 
with the same fiery voice he raised to 
flail the Jew and the black man start- 
ing, he says, almost from the time he 
was bom on a small farm in Tennes- 


see, 

HE ASSERTS THAT he has not liked 


■ i 


blacks since he was a small boy 
When I was growing up, everybody 
was that way...l could see like anybody 
else that they were causing a break- 
down in law and order," he says. 

According to old news wire reports, 
Stoner first became involved in racist 
causes before he was old enough to 
drive. . : 

In a Chattanooga, Tenn. high school, 
he was described as strongly anti- 
semitic and by the time he reached 16 
had become an organizer and officer in 
a Chattanooga Ku Klux Klan, earning 
..the .nickname “The Young Kieegie of 
j; Tennessee.”. 

By 1952, he had been heavily involv- 
ed in the formation of three racist po- 
litical organizations, the America First 
Party (1941), the Stoner Anti-Jewish 
Party (1945), and the Christian Anti- 
Jewish Party (1952), • 

The last organization urged the - 
deportation of all Jews and/the confis- 
cation of all their property for “Chris- 
- tian Americans." 

It was also in 1952 that Stoner receiv- 
* ed his credentials as • a lawyer, 
graduating from the Atlanta School of 
La w ( ’ ’the best in the world," he says ) . 

He took and passed a stiff state bar 
examination after two years of study 
but before his graduation. 

BY THE MID-1950’s, when the Beth- ■ 
el Baptist Church bombing took place, 
Stoner had become the attorney for the 
National States Rights Party, a post he 
still holds. 

- The group, formed with many for- 
mer Klansmen, claimed members in 37 
' states and was molded from the rem- . . 
nants of. the United White Party of 
Knoxville, Tenn. 

: Through the vehicle of his post, . 
Stoner became involved in the defense 
of many persons charged in racial 
crimes, not the least of which was his 
brief representation of James Earl 
Ray, convicted slayer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King during a 1969 attempt to 
gain Ray a new trial. 

When a group of men were arrested 
' for their part in the violence that sur- 
rounded the 1950’ s entry of the “Free- 
dom Riders," into Montgomery, Stoner 
was their attorney. 

In 1963, he defended an 19-year-old 
Toronto, Canada man charged with 
hurling a brick at a Birmingham Po- 
lice officer who was trying to maintain 
order during a school desegregation. 

And, in 1965-66 he acted as attorney 
for two Anniston men, Hubert Damon 
Strange and John DeFries. charged 
with the murder of a black foundry 
worker. 

DUING THOSE YEARS, however. 



Stoner himself did not escape the eye 
of taw enforcement officers. 

In 1963, only a few days after four, 
young, black girls were killed in the 
bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church, Stoner was indicted by a 
Federal Grand Jury for allegedly 
interfering with court-ordered desegre- 
gation in Birmingham. 

“I believe desegregation should be 
stopped in order to save civilization," 
Stoner said in an interview Tuesday, 

The six-count earlier indictment 
charged that Stoner, along with Ed- 
ward E. Fields, president of the Na- 
tional States Rights Party, and five 
other men conspired to interfere with 
the carrying out of the court order. 

Stoner, said the indictment, made 
numerous public speeches in which he 
advocated violent resistance to deseg- 
regation. He was also accused of . 
leading crowds to break through police 
lines at three schools which were being 
integrated. - 

CHARGES, HOWEVER, were later 
dropped after Stoner filed a motion 
claiming they were “vague and 
groundless.” 

by the early 1970’s Stoner had come 
out of the courtroom and into the politi- 
cal arena. 

in 1970, he received a little better 
than 2 per cent of the vote in a race for 
governor of Georgia. He boasts that a 
1972 race for the U S. Senate caused 


the Jewish anti-defamation league to 
- try and censor his ads. 

And, according to Stoner, he reached 
his political apex by capturing 10 per 
cent of the vote in a 1974 race for 
governor which be described as 
“overtly racist." 

.“I hope (State Atty. Gen.) Bill Bax- 
ley goes down to defeat since he's so 
unscrupulous as to fight white people 
to get himself elected governor," said 
stoner tuesday. “that’s all this indict- 
ment really is about. 

“I am innocent of the charge but I 
will fight extradition to Alabama be 
because I fear for my life. I fully ex- 
pect that the FBI or the Birmingham 
police would have me killed before I 
reached the state line. 

“The reason is because I know too 
much about what went on, shortly be- 
fore the (Sixteenth Street Baptist) 
church was bombed, an FBI agent 
offered me $2,000 to get it done. 

“And, an agent once offered me $25,- 
000 to have Martin Luther King killed,” 

L.R.Kirkpatrick, special agent in 
charge of the Birmingham FBI office, 
said today' he wouldn’t comment on 
Stoner’s remarks about the FBI. 

He did say the FBI would be "de- 
lighted” if the Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church bombing case could be success- 
fully prosecuted. 

The FBI, he said, has been assisting 
Baxley with files. 

“It makes no difference who solves 
the case," Kirkpatrick said. 


